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January

It was a wild, though relatively mild, start to the year with overnight rain fortunately stopping for a
couple of hours in the morning before squally rain accompdmyieery strong southerlies moved in.

Ten Little Egrets were in roost early on and several moved to Kingsmead to feed for a while before
moving off. Two male Redrested Pochards were on the main lake with 58 Tufted Ducks, 31
Pochards and 30 Gadwalls. Apapy of ¢100 Gol den Plovers flew oV:¢
had collected. There were also two Jack S)ifveo Redshanks, two Mistle Thrushes and six Grey
Partridges over theré.was bright and sunny on th&'2nd all six Song Thrushes recorded aver

singing. Seven Bullfinches were seen and a Chiffchaff was on the east side of the sewage works
bridge. Sparrowhawks were having a good day with a male taking a Blackbird and a female taking a
vole sp.within ten minutes of each other. After overnightrand strong soutvesterlies it cleared to

give about three hours sunshine on tfié8&fore raining heavily again in SW7winds. There was

much surface water, the main lake was overflowing and the canoe slalom course was open. River
levels were high A group of 52 Common Gulls were on the main lake. It rained almost all day on the
4™ making birding difficult at times. Not surprisingly little of special note was sEe&weather was

to feature strongly in the forthcoming days often with overnightaathstrong souttvesterlies.

Fortunately it was sunny on the morning oftfee5n d o ne Chi ffchaff was in t|
kissing gate and two additional birds were at Meadow LRoehards had increased to B8fted
Ducksto72and aWater Rai s howed wel | i n Atplessantésight asnshe mamning r ee d

of the 8" was a group of eleven Herons and four of the five Little Egrets standing together around a
flooded pool on Kingsmead. It was also a bit of a bumper day for Cormoran®9nsthl in roost at

the back of Kingsmead. More rain followed on the morning of theiiging the water levels even
further. Water was overflowing from the main lake and, on thé&ke the river bank, overflowing

into the Flower Meadow and Riversidleadow. One of two Chiffchaffs seen at the sewage works
bridge was giving a cal |l abkbtinudh amads whaee mp ratbtarbil byu t
bird which was giving a similar call at Meadow Lane at the end of 20d8ned again overniglan

the 8"/9" making it very wet, muddy and slippery underfdgight Little Egrets were in roost and 32
Gadwalls on the main lake. It was a fine, sunny day on thed® the morning began with a female
Tawny Owl calling in the marina. Six Fieldfaresre@resent. Although it was sunny again on the

11" the river was high and there was much surface water about. The floodwater on Kingsmead

Gol den Plovers coming in to 6100
attracted 32 of the 35 Pied Wagtails and two Chiffchaffs were at trageemorks bridgeAnother
Chiffchaf was along the Willington path and 13 Little GrebesandaGeeen d pi per wer e on



acred. Although mainly s un #withafpst makingthe grauacs much ¢
hard and ice on puddles. A Water Reas again in the crescent and a Common Buzzard was in the
area. The sunny weather continued on tie Ahiffchaff was again in the park and the female
Tawny Owl was again heard. A Green Sandpiper was
850.

Up to fiveChiffchaffswer e present from the &6kissing gate
days but there was little else of special note. Rain in the afternoons maintained the ground in a very
wet, and often muddy, condition and the number of speciéawtite park remained relatively low. A
Great Blackbacked Gull on the main lake on theé"2@as the first of the year. There was much rain in
the following days which made seeing birds difficult but Chiffchaffs and Goldcrests both put in
appearanceswhtls Gol den pl overs on 610Tbe2&wasabitofiancr eased
Blackbird day with 50 counted around the park. Three Redshanks added to the Golden Plovers and
Lapwings on 6 1"Ibwasnotrmeadh of a surptisé veher2ttey ammed that it had
been the wettest January for a long time!

February

It rained overnight on the SDanuary but the first day of February started on a bright, sunny note. A

party of 35 Goldfinches were in the park and four Chiffchaffs were along thegtblh path. Wigeon

on 6100 acred6 had "Thepaueity sf Sreat Crested Gebes comtinuedh veith 2

only one or two being seen so four on tHenvés a bit of an unexpected bonus! We were very

fortunate that the very strong sowtkesterlygaleswhich battered the south west of Engldirain the

5" only reached force-6 in Bedford, but that was bad enough. A Grey Wagtail was by the sewage

works bridge on the'7and a pair of @&y Partridges was a pleasant sight in the fields. The codtinue

increase in water levels caused birds to move from wetter to drier areas and so,"pa theti®ering

of ¢c1200 Gol den plovers and 1000 Lapwings on 01C

The flooded Flower Meadow on theMBebruary

the EA must have let more water through as water levels in the park began to rise rapidly. By
the morning of the 10Press Mead, Kingsmead, the Flower Meadow and the east side of the
Finger Lakes, Riverside and Fenlake were all flooded. Many of tiemdifeeding birds



such as Bl ackbirds, dbandmanyhadsmoeecthout Greehk now what
Woodpeckers were very vocal and at least five of them were calling noisily around the park.

The CrescenBridgei even the hand rails on the bridge wéedow the water level.

The floodwaters subsided fairly rapidly so that by th® th2 river level was almost back to

normal. However, the level in the Finger Lakes was, as usual, much slower to go down and

the area at the bottom of the steps was floddedeveral more day# flock of Barnacle

Geese had decided to mak'andbyltiea8haddncreasedtoi t s b a
110.

A few of the Barnacle eese on 0610



On the evening of the f4he southwesterly winds increased talg force apparently

gusting at 61 mph. The dawn of thé"I'Bvealed several trees and fence panels down and
branches scattered along paths but, all|l i n a
strong winds had removed most of the dead timbee.irds recorded in the park were very
consistent with Water Rails, Treecreepers, Buzzards, Chiffchaffs and the commoner ducks
being seen regularly. A"v@abrewdrihe fearamdbath1 00 acr
Redshank and Green Sandpipere alsqresentAlthough there had been some good sunny

periods it was cloudy on the 2@ut the day brightened considerably when ¢130 Btaitkd

Godwits arrived from the norteast flying over the sewage works bridge before continuing

their journey over the ain lake. These birds would have been displaced from the Ouse

Washes by the flooding. Although it was sunny on th&vth s light frost the range of birds

remained more or less the same. A pair of Sparrowhawks were outside the Kramer Hide on

the 229were observed copulating and Great Crested Grebes were displaying on the main

| ake. Teal numbers increased to 21 on the Fi
acred0 were the first of the year. Eleeven Lit
23%and remained at this number to the end of the mdntb. pairs of Rooks had

commenced nesting on the south side ontfe?hr ee Redshanks 8n 6100
were joinedby a Blackwinged Stilt on the following day.

Unfortunatelythis bird was an escape and had turned up at Blunham in January before

relocating to Willington on the 3Qan. However, although ringed, it did add a touch of

elegance to the scene! In the very mild weather Chiffchaffs had been singing well both in the
parkanda |l ong the Willington path. Although Shel
three southwest over the park on th& @igre the first of the year for this site. The mild

weather continued but, even so, it came &g of a surprise to hear @&&wing simging well

in the Finger Lakes. It rained for nearly the whole time on the last day of the mdritto

Water Rails showed themsel ves i eapre§enttom cr esce
6100 acredsiwank aé . RwiagedStit he Bl ack

March

The first day of the month was, in weather terms, exemplary; bright and sunny with a little
frost and a gentle northerly breeze. Four Common Buzzards visited the park, two of them
coming down and settling in front of the Kramer Hide. One of the res&fmartow Hawks
expressed his displeastirby bombarding them! A Water Rail, a Mistle Thrush, a
Treecreeper and a Kingfisher also added to the quality of the day. Eleven Little Egrets had
roosted overnight and produced a fine spectacle for the one persdarwed up early



enough to see them. Over on 6100 acred6 198 W
98 Barnacle Geese, 33 Teal, five Redshanks, two Oystercatchers, a Great Spotted
Woodpecker, two Grey Wagtaisd the first Jays (two) that have beeoarded at this site
for a long time. It was dull again on th& But the early birder (DB) counted 12 Little Egrets
in roost. Two Magpies had started building nests at theseaghcorner of the park, two
Treecreepers were seen and an Oystercatchehwilaw over was the first of the year for the
park. There were further signs of a return movement of Redwings when a flock of 42 flew
across from Fenlake adding to the 24 whiell already been recorded
Mainly sunny mornings characterised tbbowingwe e k wi t h very vari a
overnight temperatures, falling to near or b
There were only small population changes of the birds within the park but several species
such as Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckérs, Bts and Dunnocks were displaying
whilst Rooks,Crows and Magpies had almost completed their n&gpair of Oystercatchers
wascopulating on the island on th# 8nd two Mistle Thrushes were presehtPeregrine
which flew over on the fwas the scond record of the yedt.was a misty start on the 12
but both a Redshank and an Oystercatcher were calling over the main lake. A few Redwings
were still present and a lone Lesser Redpoll was along the east side of the Finger Lakes.
Thick fog engulfedhe park on the ¥Bclearing later to give s warm and sunny afternoon.
There was a similar pattern on thé"but the fog cleared a little earlier. Five Chiffchaffs
were singing around the park and both Robins
wor ki ng on the principle that oif we candt be
we can be heard! 6 T h"but#2 Lite Bgrets éxitet theeroost again on  t h
and Pochards were down to the last three. Two Oystercatchers vilexk @ethe island.
About 260 Common Gulls were over on 060100 acr
Redshanksnore Oystercatchers, Little Egrets and two Sheldubks.following days were
mainly very sunny and mild with light SWW winds but bird popuwations remained
relatively stable. The first Sand Martins, seven of them, arrived on the@bt Redwings
were in Kingsmead and Chiffchaffs had increased to eleven.

Ringed Plover UMarchl100 acred on 22



There was a further arrival on the’3ghen thirtyfour Sand Martins were over the lake and
Chiffchaffs increased significantly to 21. Many of these Chiffchaffs weresimaging birds,

possibly females, and had collected along the south side. -Diniety-ieldfares flew over on

the 229, Chiffchdf numbers remained the same at 21 and six Common Buzzards passed over
the park together. Two Common Buzzards and
al ong with t hwingedSttsitituthedmmiudh coRlér ancthe®and the sunny
periodswere interrupted by a squally shower. The first Blackcap of the year, a male, was

singing in thedong hedgéand Chiffchaffs had further increased to 23, eleven of which were

along the south sid&@he wind backed to the east on th& 25d to the nortlon the 28. A

Red Kite passed over the Visitor Centre soon followed by two Common Buzzards and the

first House Martin of the year flew around the northwest corner of the main lake with a flock

of Sand Martins. A Goldcrest was singing on the spit on tHeai@d a pair of Great Spotted
Woodpeckers performed an aerial display on the southlsidas very mild on the 20wi t h

t emper at ur e sThereiwasiasignifidcarat nof#F8sterly Qull passagehich

involved 27 Lesser Blackacked Gulls andye Herring Gulls and the first Willow Warbler

of the year whsepi peindg i Twohevidd ow War bl er s
two Jays wereonthesouthsmlend a party of about 20 Redwing
for some timeThe lastday of the month was mild with virtually no wind making the air

rather muggy and enabling fine sand particles which had been transported in the air from the
Sahara to be deposited on most things.

April

It was very quiet again in the first day of Apriittvonly a single Willow Warbler, 12

Blackcaps ad 13 Chiffchaffs being of note but no hirundines were present. The air pollution

on the 2%was about the highest ever noted by several people and resulted in a stinging
sensation at the back of thethroatd a O6chemi cal 6 odour added t o
6Saharan dustd. Again, no hirundines were se
Meadow and a pair of Mallards hatched seven yduthg first of the yearThe air pollution

continued at a lowerub still significant, level on the'8 Only two Sand Martins were seen,

a Little Egret flew over and two Jays were in the seudist corner.

The first Common Tern of the year.



It remained dull but fairly mild on thé"when Blackcaps totalled 19, 3ar®l Martins were
overhead and one Willow Warbler was singing. The first Common Tern of the year arrived
on the %", soon to be joined by a second and three Willow Warblers were present. A Grey
Wagtail was the first for a long time and a pleasant surprRseanRed Kite which appeared
over the Visitor Centrerive Little Egrets came in to roost in the evening.

Red Kite
The dull but mild weather continued on tHelut there was little to show apart from a
Common Tern, a Willow Warbler, a few Sand Martiwgy Shovelers and a male Pochdtd.
was even duller on thé"ith light rain for a short time early on. The highlight of the
morning was a party of eleven Brent Geese which landed on the main lake but spent only
three or four minutes on the lake befdeparting towards Willington.

Ten of the eleven departing Brent Geese'bAril
One Common Tern, two Oystercatchers, four Willow Warblers were alsoBlaekcaps
had increased to 22 on th® 8wo Shelducksind eight male Pochards were on thermaike.
The weather was so good that Swallows, House Martins, Sand Martins and two Wheatears



were on 0100 acred6 but, alas, none of them v
onthewhen the undoubted highlight was a | /i mn
first Sedge Warblers, two of them, were the first of the year on therh@ee were present

on the 1¥ and a grey wagtail was over by the Cardington Lock. Blackcaps had iedteas

27 on the 12 and three Treecreepers were seen as well as three singing Goldcrests. Rather
interestingly four Herons which had been present opposite the Kramer Hide off ther&1

there again on the f2ind a male was going through the full gamiudisplay.A Lesser

Whitethroat on the TBwas the first of the year and the displaying Herons of the previous day

had started to build a nest. This had become a more substantial structure Byithe 15 di d n 6t
appear to progress from then onward$yalgh the Herons remained in attendance for the

next few days. Two Common Sandpipers on tHeuiére the first of the year and were still

present on the 6and the first Cuckoo was calling over the park on th& TBe generally

sunny weather came to @nd on the 20but the fresh easterly wind brought in an Arctic

Tern.

S, AR e
One Whimbrel flew NE on the 22 The first Garden Warblarrivedon the 2% and a
Grasshopper Warblevassinging on Fenlakdt was a dull, damp day on the"®ith east to
north-easterly winds. One of the Oystercatchers on the island was chasing off a Canada
Goose which had presumably come a little too close to eggs or young on the island. In the
afternoon five Arctic Terns spent about forty minutes elrermain lake before garting and
one visited on the 26 The weather was variable but dry to the end of the month with the
first Swifts of the year beintyo which passed NE on the®2April. A Nightingalewas
singing on the New Meadow on the'28ut it was not present ohé following day and there
was little else of note to the end of the month.

P

May

It was a quieand fairly dull start to the month but, on tH& ghe pair of @stercatchers on

the island waseen accompanying a single chicthe first breeding recoraf the park.

Blackcaps were in good numbers with 26 recorded on'tteddd s ever al trapped
roughoé had good brood patches. A new feature
Goldcrests with at least five, and possibly six, singing in thie. @dnis might be due to slight

changes in habitat structure. Things settled down to breeding and the bird population became



fairly stable but light rain brought down c¢100 Swifts and 50 House Martins off' #vedSa

Wood Sandpiper, three Dunlins, a paiiLdgfle Ringed Plovers, three Oystercatchers, a pair

of Redshanks and two Yell ow Wagtails were ov
Lapwings. A dawn chorus visit on the"ldevealed that there were still 13 Little Egrets

attending the roosthilst damp weather brought down 150 house Martins over the main lake.
Thirteen Ringed Plovers joine®ApahefEgydtdner wad
Geese visited the main lake on thd'&Bd 1% as well as on several further occasions and a

|  Ckoanear the sewage works bridge was the first of the year. A Red Kite appeared over

the Visitor Centre on the f7and one of the pairs of Mute Swans on the main lake hatched

five cygnets. The first family party of Lorgiled Tits was seen on the'18nd a baby

Smooth Newt was wandering around dtAhe rougho
Turtle Dove on the 28 was the first of the year and a Hobby flew over o2& Heavy

rain which lasted for most of the "24vas a big problem and little abte was seern

contrast, it was warm and sunny on th& aid this seemed to encourage family parties of

Great and Blue Tits to explore the park. Two Redshanks were on the island and the young

Oystercatcher was | o oThewedhervemaingd verpcosdy during at ¢ h e
the last days of the monttith regular rain showers. The only highlight in this otherwise very
dul | period was a Spoonbill which appeared o

on the main lake on the 8@nd agairon the 3%. A pair of Great Crested Grebes on the main
lake appeared with five newly hatched young, a recently fledged Reed Bunting was seen and
the first fledged Bl ackcap was trapped in Ot

June
In contrast to the last few days of May theffiday of June was sunny and very warm but
there was little new in the park apart from an increasing number of CanadaaBGeédgeher

sightingsofa TurtteDove |t was, however, a bit different
Buzzard, Marsh Harrier, RavendaBhelduck all put in an appearangéer two days of rain
onthe ¥and4't he weather turned very mild and sunn

a b o v e THer@ was & resurgence of singing Song Thrushes and Blackcaps, possibly

before some of them started second broAddarsh Tit was along the south side on tHe 4

June, he first since June 201Young Blackcaps, Garden Warblers and Common

Whitethroats were regularly seen, the pdiRedshanks on the island wiasind to have four

chicks on the ¥ and a family party of Great®tted Woodpeckers was around frire 11",

The Turtle Dove became a regular feature of the area either side of the sewage works bridge
but , in addition, two wer BWadntheyoung esent in 0
Oystercatchers and Redshanks coul @& fwli yht hey
none seen in the park on thé"L#However, a female Tufted Duck was trailed by ten new

ducklings on the 1% the third consecutive year that they have bred in the park after a

breeding absence of 25 yeakslay was on the Flower Meadow on thé' Jhine At least

one Cuckoo was present daily until thé"18he mainly hot and sunny weather continued

during the following days but most of the interest focussed on breeding birds and their young.

A family party of Tr eecOr eoerp enresa rw aost hoef treonu gahl 6o
Woodpeckers and their young fed on the grass areas and although Goldcrests continued to

sing no young had been spotted. The Marsh Tit was found again ori'tf@ddmon Terns



on 0100 acred had hat dihadmdstreredless prgcessiongf whi c h
adults visiting the park to catch fry after which they duly returned to feed their offSgreng

last adult Cuckoo was seen on th& 28d a male Pochard was on the main lake on the last

day of the month.

July

Thewarm, sunny weather with very lightiNNE winds continued into July. A fine male

Ruddy Duck on the main lake on th&vas a pleasant surprise and the Turtle Dove was still
presenaind remained until the followingda#% Mar sh Tit wased.®Onedét he r «
of the few Hobbies of the year flew over on tieaid three Mistle Thrushes on tH& 8

Little Egret made the occasional visit to the canoe slalom course to take advantage of the

small fish which swarmed in the warm, shallow, water.

Common Terns were still wvisiting the | ake to
and at Willington and continued to do so almost to the end of the month.

As farmers gathered in their bumper crops and ploughed their fields-Baclked Gulls
colleded in large numbers to catch the newly available food and were often seen in
increasing numbers as they moved around the cotiheyweather during most of July was
very hot and sunny occasionally giving way to the odd rain shower and thundeRéamun.
Warblers had a good year and there were many family parties around the reetiibeds
helped to increase the count to 42 on tH& Thirteen Grey Wagtails, mainly juveniles, were
feeding along the canoe slalom course on tieirddicating that breedinglmost certainly
took place nearby. Similarly, two juvenile Sparrowhawks established themselves in the
Finger LakesBlackcaps and Chiffchaffs joined with groups of Blue, Great and taihep



Tits to form loose roaming flocks and 23 Blackcaps were redavdehe 24 and 20
Chiffchaffs on the 28, With the number of aduBreen Wodpeckers being augmented by
their young it was not unusual to see a total of seven or eight individuals on any visit.

Juvenile Green Woodpecker

Several juvenile Goldcrestgere also seen during the month which confirmed that at least
some of the six territorial males had paired and produced ydtwoge lucky people on an
evening batwalk onthe®35i dno6t only see bats but al so
and the ifst returning Common Sandpiper of the pbeteding period, the latter remaining

until the following morning. A Wibw Warbler at the sewage worksdge on the 2Bwas

the first returning bird, coincidentally on the same date as last year and tpestisteeding

Jay roamed the eastern side of the paArkecond pair of Tufted Ducks produced six new
young on the main lake.

August

The August weather was very mixed with some good sunny, warm periods with occasional
heavy showers early in the monthléoted by cooler temperatures with fairly strong seuth
westerlies miemonth. There were several large tit flocks during the first week with41.ong
tailed Tits totalling 44 on the"?2 Reed Warbler numbers held up well with 25 to 35 still

being recordedTherewere also signs of Swift movements with 26 on tHeafd 44 on the

39, A Green Sandpiper flew over on tHednd a Jay was also present. A Common Sandpiper
was around the main lake on tHeahd a Little Egret had discovered the shoals of small fish



